The Greatest Need of the Country.

Newspapers teem with arguments

in favor of road improvement. - The
same refrain comes to us from the
stump. Even farmers, with loads
of produce on their wagons in mud-
dy lanes, frequently mention the
topie, or its equivalent, by uncom-
plimentary terms applied to the
roads they are dealing with. We as-
sume that curses applied to bad
roads are equivalent to blessings ap-
plied to good roads—when enough
good road can be found to apply a
few words of commendation to.
Practically everybody favors good
roads—city people, who never use
them, and country people who often
find them unusable. TIf all people
admit the benefits that would result
from good roads, why do we find
only bad roads? The answer is, that
some people think good, hard, water-
proof country roads an impossibil-
ity; some want good roads, but con-
tend that it takes both money and
labor to build them—and who wants
to pay money to make good roads to
be used by other people? City peo-
ple are willing to be taxed for street
improvement, for that increases the
value of their property, but to build
roads in the country would increase
the value of farm property, and will
not increase the productive capacity
of the land. Thus it is that on the
road question, as on many other sub-
jects, the people do not think or
work together, but “pull-off’ like a
voke of contrary It is a
strange fact that in this eountry we
_have the best railroads, both steam
and eleetricity, in the world, and the
worst country roads of any eivilized
nation on earth.
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If there is any work possible that
would benefit an agricultural see-
tion as much as building good roads
therein. we have never heard of it.
and it has never been even suggest-
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muddy roads. When roads are mud-
dy, fields and the

farmer ean neither work in his fields

are muddy also,

nor market his erops. nor visit his
neighbors. Tt is said by eminent aun-
thority that in France, Belgium and
other eountries where good roads are
the rule,

their produce in wet weather,

farmers %lways market

be-
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thev
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ecause at such
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The season is now almost upon us
when farmers ecan only reach their
market towns by struggling throngh
muddy lanes and over bogeyv sloughs.
Would it not be better for the towns
if farmers had easv access to them
at all times? Would it not pay the
towns and cities to aid the country,
the State or the National Govern-
ment and the
building good roads?

country pe 'ra'pll" in
Surely
radiating

a Sys-
tem of good roads from
them to all parts of the

country would be as beneficial to the

tributary

business interests as to agriculture.
The importance of this work demands
that the farmers, the city people, the
counties and the National Govern-

ment aid in its prosecution. Some
will say that the National Govern-
ment is spending too much of the
people’s money already. This may
be true; but is this money spent ju-
<1icinusly? The faet is, of all the
money spent by the Government,
country people receive but little ben-
efit. The last dession of Congress
used up $753,484,018. Of this,
$5,978,160 was used for the benefit
of agriculture, or less than 1 per
cont of the whole. The army and
navy received over $160,000,000, or
twenty-six times as much as was ex-
pended for the benefit of agriculture.
Consider which is of most benefit to
the country, agriculture, or the huge
military force. The cost to this
country of maintaing our authority
in the Philippine Islands for one
yvear would build more than 16,000
miles of macadam roads without the
assistance of State, county or pre-
cinet. It is well known that farm-
ers pay more tax than ecity people
in proportion to the value of their
property. The cities get their fax
money back, because salaries,
of public works., and practically all
government expenditures are dis-
bursed in ecities. When farmers pay
their taxes there is very little of it
that ever returns to them. There-
fore, is it at all unreasonable that
the government should aid the States
and counties in building ecountry
roads? Just how this matter may bf!
arranged we are not prepared to say.
It is plain, however, that an economi-
cal administration eould save enough
money from present, direet and indi-
rect taxes to go far towards enabling
localties to build good roads. Sure-
ly it is not necessary, as is now
the case, that the government ex-
penditures should be ten times as
great as when the population was
one-half what it i8 now.—Farm and
Ranch.
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gives confidential information about teach-
ers for any department of school or college
work. Hundreds of name on roll. ! No

charge.
(Established 1891.)

cost
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NASHVILLE, GHHTTHNOOGH
AND ST. LOUIS RAILWRY

TO

— 8T. LOUI

AND ALL POINTS
WEST AND NOERTHWEST.

Three S$Solid Trains Daily

With Pualman Palace SBleeping
Cars, Atlanta to St, Louis,
'without change.

Only through sar service, At-
1anta to Chicago, without
chauge.

Close connections made at At-

ilanta with the Seaboard Air

Line Rallway, Central of Geor-

E a8 Rallway and the Southern
Way tralnl.

For map foldera or other 1nfor-
mation write t0

Taos. R. JoNES, T. P. A.,
No. 1 North Pryor St., Atlanta, Ga.

H. F. BM1TH, Traffic Manager.

CHAS, E. HARMAN,
General Passenger Agent,

AV

Do You Want a Teacher?
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' DE LAVAL
CREAM SEPARATORS

Saves $10 Per Cow Every Year of Use

Over and Above Gravity Setting Systems

- —and —

$3 to $5 Per.Cow Each Year
‘Over and Above the Best of
Imitating and Competing Separators.

Send for catalogue and name of nearest local agent.

The De Laval starator Company,

Randolph & Canal St.,
Chicago
1214 Filbert Street,
Philadelphia,
9 & 11 Drumm Street,
San F'ramncisco.

GENERAL OFFICES:
74 Cortiandt St.,
NTTW YORIK.

122 Youville Square,

Montreal. i

73 & 77 York Street.
Toronto.

248 MeDermnotAve.,
Winnipeg.
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..« WE SELL THE VERY BEST...

PIANOS and ORGANS

Madoe at Reasonable Prices

To High Class Trade wanting to pur-
chase instruments of Artistie Merit, can
save money by getting our prices.

Our stock of Artistic and High Grade
Furniture is the largest in the South.

Carpets, Curtains and Mattings, in great
variety at

Lowest Prices.
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S AMPILES SENT FOR SEIL.ECTIOMN.
WRITE US FOE CATALOGUE.

PARKER-GARDNERCOMPANY
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THE PARK REGION
Mutual Hail Insurance Association

INSURES GROWING f‘ROPS OF ALL KINDS
Against Loss or Damage by Hail Storms.

This is an old, reliable Company, with a large membership in this State. We
paid 300 losses last year in North Carolina. We can give you safe protection.

We are the Only Old, Reliable, Time-tesied Company

Doing this Line of Business in North Carolina.

*

For information, or for names of parties who have been paid losses by us,

Address,

THE PARK REGION MUTUAL HAIL INSURANCE ASSOCIATION,

Room 3, Pullen Bldg., RALEIGH, N. C,

sa~Reliable Agents Wanted.
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Pigs ! Pigs !
I'bave an extra cholee
lot of Kssex pigs—4,6
and 8 monthe old—at
$12 to $156 per pailr. The older pigs $§8 and §10
each. Also some choice young Essex ready
for delivery by June 20th, and a few choice
Thoroughbred Poland China pigs at §15 per

pair, L. G. JONES,
Tobaccoville, N, C.

Mr. B. M. Lashley bought his second

‘Berkshires Tuesday. His first sow has

paid him $150.
We sell these ‘“ Mortgage-lifters”’ at
$5.00. Try one. :

H. H. WILLIAMS,
Chapel Hill, N. C,

When writing advertisers please

mention this paper.




